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and preserve the benefits that debt cancella-
tion has provided to impoverished people 
worldwide. I urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port this important legislation to reduce pov-
erty through much needed debt cancellation 
reforms. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2007 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, because I was 
voting in elections in the State of New Jersey 
I was not in attendance on June 5th. Had I 
been in attendance, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall No. 426, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 427, 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 428, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 
429, and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 430. 

f 

IN HONOR OF FREDERIC ‘‘BUZZ’’ 
EDWARD RAINER 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2007 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Frederic ‘‘Buzz’’ Edward Rainer, an ex-
ceptional teacher and coach who passed 
away May 11, 2007. Buzz lived his life to its 
fullest and fought with passion. I offer his wife 
Barbara, sons Ted and Scott, and daughter 
Grace, my sincerest condolences. 

Buzz grew up in Claremont, CA, and grad-
uated from Claremont High School. He met 
his wife of 54 years, Barbara, in the 6th grade 
and they were later married in 1952. Buzz at-
tended the University of Southern California 
where he earned a Bachelor’s Degree and 
Master’s Degree in Education. He was active 
in sports, especially track, where he set school 
records. After gaining his Master’s, Buzz and 
Barbara moved to Carmel, CA, where Buzz 
began a long and passionate career as a 
teacher and coach. Buzz taught at Carmel 
High School for 33 devoted years and 8 years 
at The York School in Monterey. He coached 
a range of sports at Carmel High including 
football, track, basketball, and golf. 

Buzz’s teaching career was extensive and 
was not confined to the Monterey Bay. In 
1963 he took a one year sabbatical to Cam-
bridge University in England and later in 1978 
he spent a year at the University of Edinburgh 
in Scotland. Taking a 2-year leave of absence 
from Carmel High School in 1967, Buzz taught 
English at the American Community School of 
Athens in Greece. His love for teaching was 
truly a gift and he was often caught saying ‘‘I 
never really worked a day in my life.’’ 

He had a passion for using his gift of poetry 
to motivate school spirit and its athletic teams. 
I remember, during my school years, Coach 
Rainer getting all the ‘‘jocks’’ in his class and 
turning them into English majors. He knew 
how to put passions to words, and meaning to 
learning, that no one ever forgot. He was a 
teacher who challenged students to think and 
to commit their thoughts to action. 

Not only was Buzz an extraordinary teacher 
and coach, but he was also an involved figure 
in the community. He was an active member 
of the Diogenes Club, the Knights of the Vine, 
and the local International Club of Carmel. 
Serving as a volunteer for the Carmel High-
lands Fire Dept. was just another hobby of 
Buzz’s and he was later appointed to their 
Board of Directors. 

However, Buzz’s greatest gift and passion in 
life was his love for literature. He composed 
hundreds of poems and recited them to his 
many friends. A great accomplishment of 
Buzz’s was having one of his beautiful poems 
published in a book illustrated by Eldon 
Dedini. He had been writing two books as 
well. One of the books was about the joy he 
received from being a teacher; inspired from 
hundreds of letters he’s received from past 
students describing the impact he’s made on 
them. 

Madam Speaker, Frederic ‘‘Buzz’’ Edward 
Rainer lived a life that we can all be envious 
of. Through his admirable life, our community 
grew greater and stronger with every person 
that Buzz came in contact with. His love of 
life, and of people, will be remembered by all. 
Buzz may no longer be with us but his mem-
ory will carry on in all those whose lives that 
Buzz touched. I am honored to have been 
able to have had him as my coach at Carmel 
High School and to have known such an ex-
traordinary person. 
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TRIBUTE TO CRAIG C. MELLO, 
PHD, 2006 NOBEL LAUREATE IN 
PHYSIOLOGY OR MEDICINE 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2007 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, as the 
House prepares today to vote on final pas-
sage of S.5, the Stem Cell Research En-
hancement Act, I am again reminded of the 
extraordinary contributions one of my constitu-
ents has made to the life sciences. Dr. Craig 
C. Mello of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts won 
the 2006 Nobel Prize in the field of Physiology 
or Medicine for his revolutionary discovery of 
RNA interference and the gene silencing proc-
ess. Earlier this year, the University of Massa-
chusetts Medical School honored its most fa-
mous faculty member with a tribute that I was 
regretfully unable to attend. However, on May 
2 I had the distinct privilege of introducing Dr. 
Mello at a luncheon for all of the 2006 Nobel 
Laureates hosted by my colleagues and the 
Science Coalition here in the Capitol. 

It seems only fitting on this historic day in 
the United States House of Representatives 
that I humbly submit for the RECORD my intro-
duction of Dr. Mello at that recent program. I 
do this not only to highlight his achievement 
but to also to emphasize the fact that this vi-
tally important research is being led by Amer-
ica’s most brilliant, thoughtful and committed 
scientists who are dedicated to improving the 
lives of all people everywhere. 

CONGRESSMAN JAMES P. MCGOVERN— 
INTRODUCTION OF CRAIG C. MELLO, PHD. 

Good afternoon. I want to begin by thank-
ing all of my colleagues who are here today 

and, in particular, Chairman Bart Gordon 
and Congressman McNerney for their work 
in organizing this Nobel Laureate Luncheon 
as well as the House Resolution honoring our 
distinguished guests. I also want to thank 
the Science Coalition for their assistance in 
coordinating this program and all of the ac-
tivities our Nobel Laureates are partici-
pating in today. 

You know, if you work in this building 
long enough you come in contact with some 
very impressive people; world leaders, movie 
actors, artists, authors and every kind of ce-
lebrity. 

Well, I’ve now worked in this building for 
more than half my life—fourteen years as an 
aide to the late Congressman Joe Moakley 
and ten years as a member of Congress my-
self—and I’m here to tell you that few people 
have impressed me more than Dr. Craig 
Mello. That’s not just because he is my con-
stituent and works at the finest medical 
school—public or private—in the world, the 
University of Massachusetts Medical School 
in my hometown of Worcester. It is also not 
just because Craig Mello and I have so much 
in common. We are both tall with full heads- 
of-hair as you can tell. Notwithstanding 
these similarities, I am—in all seriousness— 
very proud to be here today to introduce and 
congratulate Dr. Mello for far less obvious 
but much more important reasons. 

He and his colleague, Dr. Andrew Fire, 
have blown open a whole new field of bio-
medical research with their revolutionary 
discovery of RNA interference and the gene 
silencing process. Together, they have 
brought renewed hope to millions of people 
who are suffering from countless debilitating 
diseases and genetic disorders. The potential 
for new therapies for cancer, heart disease, 
and diabetes among several other diseases 
has never been greater as a result of their ex-
traordinary achievement. 

In fact, their research may one day even 
have the added benefit of helping one of Dr. 
Mello’s own children who is diabetic. I can’t 
even imagine how gratifying that must be 
for Dr. Mello and it is surely a source of 
pride that extends even beyond the prestige 
of winning a Nobel Prize. It is also a poign-
ant reminder for all us in public service 
about how deeply personal and incredibly 
important it is for this research to continue. 

You know, I’m not aware of any other 
Nobel Laureates in my congressional district 
but that’s not to say it hasn’t been home to 
other distinguished figures in our nation’s 
history. Horace Mann, widely regarded as 
the father of the American education sys-
tem, served first in the Massachusetts Legis-
lature and later as a member of this House, 
was born in Franklin, Massachusetts—in my 
congressional district. 

After serving in Congress, Horace Mann 
ended his career as President of Antioch Col-
lege and in his final valedictory address to 
the graduating class of 1859, he said this: 

‘‘Be ashamed to die until you have won 
some victory for Humanity.’’ 

Well, Dr. Mello, there is no doubt that you 
have scored a triumphant victory for all of 
Humanity. I am both humbled and inspired 
by what you have accomplished. And, I am 
also deeply grateful for all that you’ve done 
since winning the Nobel Prize to support 
funding for public education in Shrewsbury, 
Massachusetts and elsewhere. Your gen-
erosity and commitment to that cause is 
even further evidence that you are deserving 
of the accolades you have rightly received. 

It is now my distinct pleasure to introduce 
Dr. Craig Mello, the winner of the 2006 Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or Medicine and to 
present him with this resolution. 
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